
CHEHALIS BASIN PARTNERSHIP 
Chehalis Tribe “Lucky Eagle” Casino 

Rochester, Washington 
September 23, 2011 

9:30 a.m. 
Meeting Summary 

 
 

MEMBERS, ALTERNATES & GUESTS PRESENT 
Art Lehman, Port of Centralia 
Bob Burkle, WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
Chanele Holbrook-Shaw, Thurston County Citizen 
Chris Hempleman, WA Dept. of Ecology 
Chris Stearns, Thurston County PUD 
Chuck Caldwell, Port of Grays Harbor 
Chuck Turley, WA Dept. of Natural Resources 
Bill Schulte, Lewis County 
Karen Valenzuela, Thurston County 
Terry Willis, Grays Harbor County 
Don Loft, The Evergreen State College 
Dave Vasilauskas, City of Chehalis 
 

 
Janel Spaulding, Chehalis Basin Partnership  
Jim Hill, Lewis County Citizen 
Julie Balmelli-Powe, Lewis County Farm Bureau  
Lee Napier, Grays Harbor County 
Lyle Hojem, Lewis County Citizen 
Mark Swartout, Thurston County 
Bonnie Canaday, City of Centralia 
Patrick Wiltzius, City of Chehalis 
John Lucas, Lewis County Farm Bureau 
Nelson Majano, BASES Environmental Consulting 
Chris Holcomb, BASES Environmental Consulting 
Aaron Litwak, BASES Environmental Consulting 

  
  
SUMMARY OF ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Approval of Meeting Summary The meeting minutes from May, June, and July 

were approved by a quorum of 10 members. 
CBP Organizational Structure Discussion The Partnership agreed to send out the internal 

fundraising letter (as presented) to all members, as 
soon as possible.  

CBP Quarterly Progress Report and Budget 
Update 

The Partnership thought the format of the quarterly 
progress report and budget update was helpful. This 
format will be presented quarterly to the 
Partnership. Also, a request to approve vouchers 
for the Watershed Coordinators time was suggested 
and is being prepared for the end of the coming 
quarter (Jul-Sep). It will be presented to the 
Partnership at their October meeting. 

 
GENERAL PARTNERSHIP BUSINESS 
 
Discuss May, June, and July 2011 Meeting Summaries 
The May, June, and July minutes were discussed and approved by a quorum of 10 members: Lewis 
County, Thurston County, Grays Harbor County, Centralia, Chehalis, Port of Grays Harbor, Port of 
Centralia, Lewis County Farm Bureau, Citizen representatives, and State government representatives. 
 
Mason County Commissioner Jerry Lingle 
It is with great sadness that Mason County Commissioner and CBP rep Jerry Lingle passed away in 
August.  
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Cost of September Meeting Space 
Thank you to Thurston County for covering the cost of the meeting space for this meeting.  
 
 
MEETING AGENDA 
 
1) Fundraising Letter Follow-Up  
The Chehalis Basin Partnership sent out their fundraising request letter to members in August, signed by 
Chair and Vice Chair. Janel Spaulding reported she heard feedback from Thurston PUD about their 
interest in making a contribution, but wanted to become a member first. Janel will follow up with 
Commissioner Chris Stearns to work on producing the necessary documentation for consideration as a 
member of the CBP. The CBP will review the information at the October meeting and make a decision on 
Thurston PUD’s membership. Thurston PUD might replace one of the water purveyor members or might 
become a new member under the water purveyors or another interest group. 
 
Grays Harbor Port Commissioner Chuck Caldwell also expressed interest in making a contribution to the 
CBP in the form of meeting space at the Port. The group discussed meeting space locations since there is 
no funding to continue to pay for meeting space at the Casino. Thurston County and Lewis County both 
offered meeting spaces in addition to the Port. The group likes the central location of the Casino and 
recommended looking into Thurston County’s meeting space as a central location for most people. Janel 
will work with Mark Swartout and Commissioner Karen Valenzuela to find a meeting space at Thurston 
County. If the group decides Thurston County is a central location future meetings will be held there. 
 
No other feedback/follow-up was given by members in regards to fundraising. The CBP will continue the 
fundraising discussion at their October meeting. 
 
2) Watershed Coordinator Quarterly Report and Expense Report at October Meeting 
Janel Spaulding will present a quarterly progress report and budget update at the October meeting. She 
asked the group for clarification on what they would like to approve for expenses. Grays Harbor College 
sends the Watershed Coordinator’s invoice to Grays Harbor County at the end of each quarter for 
payment/reimbursement. Some members expressed an interest in reviewing the invoice/voucher from the 
College so the County will give a batch of invoices/vouchers for the CBP to review/approve. However, 
this batch of invoices will include other items not related to the CBP or the Watershed Coordinator. The 
CBP will have an opportunity to review and approve the voucher at their October meeting. 
 
3) Watershed Festival Re-Cap 
Janel Spaulding showed a powerpoint presentation on the 6th Annual Chehalis Watershed Festival, held 
Saturday, September 17th, 2011 at Morrison Park and Rotary Log Pavilion in Aberdeen. This was another 
great event attended by the Chehalis Watershed Community. Thank you to the volunteers who helped 
staff the CBP table: Kahle Jennings, Lee Napier, Victor and Margarita Villegas, Ron, Kim and Jarred 
Figlar-Barnes. City of Centralia took home the trophy for the 3rd for having the best tasting water in the 
Chehalis Basin at the 4th Annual Chehalis Basin Drinking Water Taste Test. Followed closely in 2nd place 
was Chehalis, then Montesano, and Bottled Water. The Chehalis Tribe once again provided delicious 
salmon baked in a traditional style, the Task Force provided a Trout Fishing Pond, and Who Are These 
Guys played old time swing and jazz music. There were a wide range of exhibitors each with a unique 
hands-on activity for kids. 
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As in years past, the funding for the festival came solely from local community organizations and 
government. This year approximately $3,000 was raised to put on the Festival. A huge thank you goes to 
all of the sponsors, exhibitors, and volunteers who supported and participated in the Festival. 
 
4) Drops of Water Update 
Margaret and a small group have been working really hard to change the format of DOW and now they 
have! DOW is now a fully online newsletter (no more print copies). The new website is 
www.dropsofwater.net. You can go here to find out the latest articles as well as previous articles, 
volunteer events, photos, and other information. Margaret also set it up so people could “subscribe” to the 
newsletter so you’ll receive email updates when we get the new bi-monthly newsletter articles on the 
website. You can subscribe on the home page at the bottom of the screen. Janel also distributed a handout 
with more information about the new format. 
 
5) Chehalis Basin Water Quality Improvements 
Janel emailed the CBP with a press release and article from the EPA about a recent water quality success 
story in the Chehalis Basin. Two segments of the 93 were removed in 2008 from the impaired waters list 
303(d) listing for fecal coliform and they expect another 76 to be removed in 2012. This achievement is 
no small success and should be celebrated by all who have been involved (see handout for partners). This 
is another great example that shows if we all continue to work together we can make a difference and 
benefit our watershed. 
 
6) BASES Presentation 
Even though there has been significant improvement in fecal coliform reductions in the basin there is still 
work that can be done to make the water even better for us and for fish and wildlife. BASES 
environmental group wanted to talk with us today about their proposal for an update to the State of the 
River Report as a possible Centennial Clean Water grant. There have been two state of the river reports 
starting in 2006 and the last update was in 2009. The first report was primarily completed by Randy Lehr 
of Grays Harbor College and the last update was completed by Don Loft and Joel Green. Don and his 
group BASES are interested in updating the State of the River Report again to see if other segments could 
be removed that need further monitoring first. These reports have been helpful in Ecology’s decision to 
remove segments from the 303(d) listing but the last State of the River report showed there is still more 
work to be done. BASES presented their proposal to the WQ Committee last month and members agreed 
it would be another great project and suggested it come to the CBP for suggestions and ideas. 
 
Powerpoint presentation of BASES proposal is attached at the end of the minutes. 
 
 
Agenda Items for October 28, 2011 Meeting and Future Meetings. 
 
The October Partnership meeting agenda will consist of: 

• Fundraising Letter Continued Discussion 
• CBP Quarterly Progress Report 
• CBP Work Plan 2012 
• Thurston PUD’s Membership in CBP 
• Monthly organizational presentation-Grays Harbor Marine Resources Committee  
• Informational presentation-Importance of Floodplains 

http://www.dropsofwater.net/�
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
With there being no further business, Chair Canaday adjourned the meeting.  
 
 
 



Introduction: Chris Holcomb 

 

2011 Proposal: Don Loft 

 



State-Of-The-River Report 
for 

The Chehalis River Basin 
 

Proposal for a 2011 Update   
8/11/2011 



State-Of-The-River Report (SRR) 
2006-2009 

• Joel Green 

• Don Loft 

• Randy Lehr 

• Stakeholders 

 Chehalis Basin Partnership 

 Confederated Tribes of the 
Chehalis Reservation 

 WA Dept. of Ecology 

 Grays Harbor College 



Dept. of Ecology TMDL Report 

• Scott Collyard &  Markus 
Von Prause 

 

• November 2010 

 

• SRR Report Cited 5 Times 



Watershed Management Plan (WMP) 

• Strategies 1-5 

• Strategy #2 

 Interim Milestone 2.4 
 

“Develop a watershed management 
work plan that will develop 
prioritized project lists that tie 
specific water quality, quantity, and 
habitat projects to funding 
opportunities”  

 



Detailed Implementation Plan (DIP) 

• DIP Five Goals 

 Planning 

 Public Involvement 

 Water Quantity 

 Water Quality 

 Habitat 

• SRR Update 

 Water Quality 

 



EPA Report 



EPA Report 

• Success Story 
 Water Bodies Improved 

 76 Segments Meeting FC 
WQ Standards (2006-2009) 

 Propose Removing From 
2012 Impaired Waters List 

• Projected Success 
 15 Possible Sites Removed 

from TMDL 

 More Data Needed 



State Of The River Report 
2006-2009 

 WQ Data Analysis 

 Ranking Sample Sites 

 Results Mapped in GIS 

 Results Tables and Charts 

 Chehalis Tribe WQ Data 

 Submit Data to EIM* 

 Old LandSat Land-Use Data 

 

2011 Update 
 WQ Data Analysis 

 Ranking Sample Sites 

 Results Mapped in GIS 

 Results Tables and Charts 

 Chehalis Tribe WQ Data 

 Submit Data to EIM* 

 New Parcel Land-Use Data  

 Permanent Probe Data** 

 Flow Basins 

 Land-Use Calc. and Percent 

 Trendline (2006-2011) 

** Subject to Review * Environmental Information Management System 



Flow Basins 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 



Flow Basin & Land-Use 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 



Calculate Land Use Area 

Total Acreage: 26,470.81  

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 



W.Q. Sample Sites 

Site 4 

Site 3 

Site 2 

Site 1 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 



W.Q. Results Site #1 

Site 1 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Parameter Result Ranking 

FC 50 92% 

FC 100 69% 

Temp 1 (All Yr.) 41% 

Temp 3 (Summer) 58% 

Temp 4 (Fall) 44% 

Over All 61% 



W.Q. Results Site #2 

Site 2 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Parameter Result Ranking 

FC 50 81% 

FC 100 57% 

Turbidity 50% 

Over All 63% 



W.Q. Results Site #3 

Site 3 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Parameter Result Ranking 

FC 50 86% 

FC 100 59% 

Turbidity 36% 

Temp 3 (Summer) 75% 

Temp 4 (Fall) 50% 

Over All 61% 



W.Q. Results Site #4 

Site 4 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Parameter Result Ranking 

DO 44% 

Temp 1 (All Yr.) 74% 

Temp 2 (F/W/Sp) 43% 

Temp 3 (Summer) 100% 

Temp 4 (Fall) 66% 

Over All 66% 



Calculate Land Use Segments 

Total Acreage: 1,124.49 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Site 2 

Site 1 

Land Use Num. of Parcels Acres Percent

UNDEVELOPED 18 557.31 49.56%

FOREST 17 192.60 17.13%

TIMBER 10 110.29 9.81%

FLOODWAY 3 64.79 5.76%

AGRICULTURE 2 59.09 5.25%

RESIDENTIAL 11 58.37 5.19%

PARKS 1 41.46 3.69%

MISC. 4 31.67 2.82%

UTILITIES 2 8.91 0.79%



Calculate Land Use Segments 

Total Acreage: 1,143.88 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Site 3 

Site 2 

Land Use Num. of Parcels Acres Percent

UNDEVELOPED 69 604.16 52.82%

RESIDENTIAL 25 250.72 21.92%

FOREST 9 161.16 14.09%

AGRICULTURE 8 66.21 5.79%

MISC. 11 59.40 5.19%

TIMBER 1 2.03 0.18%

TRANSPORT. 1 0.21 0.02%



Calculate Land Use Segments 

Total Acreage: 12,797.55 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Site 4 

Site 3 

Land Use Num. of Parcels Acres Percent

FOREST 64 9730.25 76.03%

RESIDENTIAL 427 1066.88 8.34%

UNDEVELOPED 185 915.02 7.15%

AGRICULTURE 32 571.13 4.46%

MISC. 82 227.41 1.78%

GOVERNMENT 6 104.55 0.82%

INDUSTRIAL 3 71.40 0.56%

SCHOOLS 12 33.46 0.26%

PARKS 6 23.51 0.18%

TRANSPORT. 13 21.70 0.17%

TIMBER 3 18.33 0.14%

SERVICES 8 5.35 0.04%

RETAIL 8 5.15 0.04%

UTILITIES 2 2.60 0.02%

RECREATION 1 0.81 0.01%



Calculate Land Use Segments 

Total Acreage: 11,404.89 

Ohop River Nisqually Basin 

Site 4 

Land Use Num. of Parcels Acres Percent

FOREST 70 8328.40 73.02%

UNDEVELOPED 172 1340.70 11.76%

RESIDENTIAL 418 626.26 5.49%

PARKS 4 444.26 3.90%

AGRICULTURE 19 300.14 2.63%

MISC. 76 159.38 1.40%

RECREATION 5 95.35 0.84%

GOVERNMENT 1 61.23 0.54%

TIMBER 8 40.38 0.35%

WATER 4 7.64 0.07%

TRANSPORT. 3 0.57 0.00%

SERVICES 1 0.42 0.00%

FLOODWAY 1 0.11 0.00%

FIRE STATION 1 0.05 0.00%



Working Together Toward 
Better Water Quality 

The Chehalis Basin Partnership: Making a Difference 



State-Of-The-River Report 
for 

The Chehalis River Basin 
2006 – 2011 Update 

Questions & Discussion 

BASES Environmental Consulting   2011 
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